Appln. No. 10/539,124 

Amdt. dated March 5, 2007 

Reply to Office Action of October 4, 2006 

Amendments To The Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1. (currently amended) Spray-drying device (1) , 
comprising a vertical drying chamber (2) which comprises: 

a material feed (3) for supplying material 
which is to be spray-dried, 

an atomization means (4) for atomizing the 
material which is to be spray-dried, 

a drying-gas feed (6) for supplying drying gas, 

a drying-gas discharge (8) for discharging 

drying gas, 

a material discharge (9) for discharging spray- 
dried material, 

filter means (11) for separating only entrained 
fine particles out of discharged drying gas, and 

fine-particle removal means (12) for removing 
fine particles which have been deposited on the filter means 
(11) from the filter means (11) , wherein the spray-drying 
device also comprises fine-particle collection means (10) for 
collecting the fine particles which have been removed from the 
filter means (11) by the fine-particle removal means (12) , the 
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coll ected fine parties and the sprey-dried -terie! -,n 9 

eeperate products.^^,^^^ 

2 (Previously Presented) Spray-drying device 
according to cleim X. -rein the f ine-petticle coXleotion 
raea ns comprise at Xeast one separate oo.part.ent o £ t h e drying 

„ ,r,A the fine-particle removal means 
chamber, the filter means and the fan 

being arranged in the at least one compartment, and the 
drying _ g as discharge being in open communication with the 
drying chamber via the at least one compartment. 

3 (Previously Presented) Spray-drying device 
according to claim 2 , wherein at least one compartment is in 

. th rVl . drying chamber by means of at 
direct communication with the drying 

least one opening in a wall thereof. 

4 (Previously Presented) Spray-drying device 
according to claim 3, wherein the at least one compartment is 
in communication with th, drying chamber by means of a group 
of at least two openings in a wall thereof, which openings are 
distributed evenly over the periphery of the drying chafer. 

s (Previously Presented) Spray-drying device 
ac cording to claim 4, wherein the at least one compartment is 
ln communication with the drying chamber by me a ns of at le a st 
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* at different heights in the 
two groups of openings arranged 

drying chamber. 

^ filter hose, 
a bag filter and a f ilte 

Spray-drying device 
7 (previously Presented) Spray 

article removal means 
according to ciai. i. -rein the fme-partr 

8 (previously Presented, Spray-drying device 

c . ^r-ticle collection 
according to claim 1, wherein the f me-parti 

•, a fine-particle treatment means. 
m eans also comprise fxne p 

±*A\ soray-drying device 
o previously Presented) Spray 

fine-particle conveyor means, 
means also comprise fine p 

10 deviously Presented, Spray-drying device 

■ tUe fine-particle conveyor means 
wording to claim wherein the P 

■ Be a perforated plate through whxch gas 
comprise a peu-^ 

n previously Presented, Spray-drying device 
. to claim therein the fine-particle conveyor means 
according to claim cha mber. 
comprise a discharge opening leading to 
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